York CVS 

COSHH Risk Assessment

This risk assessment was conducted by: 

Kenny Lieske (Priory Street Centre Manager) 

Matthew Langhorn (Priory Street Centre Caretaker)

On 31st August 2006 – to be reviewed annually (see review page)

	Overview of work and general procedures

	York CVS

15 Priory Street,

York,

YO1 6ET

This risk assessment is for the above premises and covers the control of substances hazardous to health. Although there are few substances used at York CVS, which could be deemed seriously hazardous to health, some liquid chemical or aerosol cleaning and sanitation products are used. Many of these products are used daily, in small quantities and as directed by manufacturer’s guidelines and it is the responsibility of the York CVS Caretaker to ensure that cleaning staff use these safely and in accordance with instructions. This risk assessment only covers chemicals used by York CVS staff, and licensees are required to conduct their own risk assessment where any substances are used. 



	Hazards and risks

	A range of cleaning products such as bleach, detergents and deodorisers are used, which contain a variety of chemicals including hydrochloric and phosphoric acids, ammonia and other toxic substances. Some products are also flammable. Detailed information concerning each item stocked is held by our caretaker and is available to all members of staff handling them. Hazards vary from mild skin and eye irritation, through to serious illness resulting from inhalation or ingestion and include gastrointestinal disorders, respiratory problems and burns. However, when used in accordance with guidelines these products are only likely to cause minor irritation to skin or eyes.

Where possible York CVS cleaning and caretaking staff should dilute substances or use environmentally friendly alternatives. However, this is not always practicable and the use of some chemicals is unavoidable. Where such materials cause allergic reactions or other difficulties to staff or licensees then prolonged contact should be avoided or replacements sought. Separate individual risk assessments for staff who are pregnant, lone workers, under 18, disabled or may have a pre-existing disease that increases susceptibility to chemicals, should take cleaning products into consideration.



	Precautions and prevention

	All chemicals should be contained in their original packaging and advice, warnings or tamperproof devices should not be removed. Chemicals should be kept in lockable cupboards with restricted access, and only experienced members of staff should use corrosive products.  Flammable materials should only be stored in accordance with North Yorkshire Fire Service guidelines and all staff should observe the York CVS no smoking policy. 

To minimise the risk of contamination, York CVS caretaking and cleaning staff should use a colour coded cloth system to denote product usage.

Red = Toilets and Sanitation

Blue = General and hard surfaces

Yellow = Dusting and waxing

Other control measures include, personal protective equipment (PPE) and York CVS can supply protective clothing, coveralls, boots, gloves, eye protection and dust masks where appropriate.

All chemicals should be disposed of in accordance with waste regulations and special care should be taken where products can contaminate soil, ground or water supply. 

Emergency procedures for accident and spillage are outlined in the individual chemical files.




	Control Measures

	All chemical products should be subject to monthly inspection and caretaking staff should conduct daily visual checks to ensure storage areas are locked. The York CVS caretaker should keep information sheets on chemicals up to date. No specific health surveillance is required and York CVS does not stock remedies to chemical related illnesses on site. 




	Information, instruction and training

	An overview of the chemicals used for cleaning should be provided as part of the cleaner/caretaker staff induction, or when a new cleaning product is introduced. Individual information sheets containing correct usage details and first aid measures should be available to all relevant staff.




	REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENT                                          

This risk assessment should be reviewed annually or more frequently as necessary.
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